Waste gas: A world of opportunity
Flare Gas
THE ISSUE
Flaring occurs most
frequently and in order
of magnitude: Russia,
Iraq, Iran and the USA.

Globally 140 billion cubic
metres of gas is WASTED
each year through flaring
worldwide-the equivalent
of an eye watering

$20 billion USD.

The natural gas wasted
through flaring every
day in North Dakota
alone, is enough to heat
100,000 homes daily in
the USA.

Landfill Gas
THE ISSUE

The world’s landfill sites
are the 3rd largest
source of man-made
methane emissions
in the world.

It is now estimated that 1.5 billion tonnes of waste is
landfilled globally every year. This could power the
equivalent of 2.78 million EU households.

Landfill gas sites release the CO2
equivalent of 423 million
passenger cars.

Over 100 years,
methane has 23 TIMES
the global warming
potential of CO2.

Each year, gas flaring contributes directly
to global warming by adding the CO2
equivalent of 200 million cars.

There are 259 million
cars in Europe.

THE SOLUTION

THE SOLUTION
If the world’s flared gas was translated
into power generation, it could
provide more electricity than Africa’s
current annual consumption.

Through power generation, gas
injection and pipeline
development, new
technologies are available,
which can turn flared gas into
something with tangible use.

The transition is already happening:
Between 2012 and 2015, Nigeria reduced its flare gas
rates by 2bn cubic metres, moving from second to
seventh largest gas-emitting country in the world.

Around the world biogas
plants, which use
anaerobic digesters, are
being developed to turn
waste into USEABLE GAS
and power generation is a
potential use of this gas.

The Dutch Government
recently invested £2.5
BILLION into Kenya to
launch a biogas grant
programme.

Similarly, some developed countries are doing well in
collecting methane from landfill installations to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. In Europe, these are supported
by EU regulations and local feed-in-tariffs.
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